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MISSION

Prairie Seeds Academy, in cooperation with families and community, provides

leadership in rigorous education, to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and
caring citizens who help create a better and more peaceful world through

intercultural understanding and respect.

Qur Core Values

We believe in:

*Academic rigor- students are knowledgeable, seeking lifelong learning
opportunities

*Service in Action -students are caring citizens, addressing local and
global issues

*Innovative Thinking — students are inquirers, seeking new ways to learn
*Strong Athletic Programs- students are balanced, taking on leadership
roles

*Culture and Global Mindedness- students are open-minded, embracing

diversity
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Prairie Seeds Academy

International Baccalaureate World School

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students:

We welcome you as a part of our community at Prairie Seeds Academy. Our goal is to
thoroughly prepare students for post-secondary options and offer them a strong
foundation for a lifetime of learning. Working together, parents, students and the
schools can ensure that thoughtful decisions are made concerning programs and
course selections during the secondary school years.

As we plan for your coursework, teachers will recommend courses for you take based
on your previous grades from Middle School or High School. We will work with your

parents/guardians to select a coursework of study at Prairie Seeds Academy that will
ensure all students are successful.

All current 8th and 5t graders will need to attend our registration Conference in March
where they will register for courses in the Middle School and High School. All 9th, 10t
and 11t graders will register during the month of April 2017 with the assistance of
their advisory teacher. Again, we encourage parents and students to use all of the
sources of information provided in this registration handbook as they plan for future
goals.

We are confident that each indiviual student will be successful at Prairie Seeds
Academy and we look forward to developing a collaborative relationship with you.

Sincerely,

Choua Yang Cha-Ger Yang
Principal CEO

Prairie Seeds Academy Prairie Seeds Academy
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Prairie Seeds Academy

MID

JLE SCHOOL

College Preparation Timeline

Grades

Grades 6 -7

Grade 8

Goals and Objectives

Begin to establish career goals and objectives.
Participate in International Baccalaureate
service in action projects. Take at least one
accelerated class to ensure success in
Advanced Placement and College in the
Schools in the High School.

Participate in International Baccalaureate
service in action projects. Take at least one
accelerated class to ensure success in
Advanced Placement and College in the
Schools in the High School. Plan a four-year
high school academic program. Review
college catalogs, publications and Website
sites, which give college profiles and entrance
requirements. Participate in ONE college
campus tour.
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME

The IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) is an educational approach that includes all subject
areas for all 6% through 8t grade students at Prairie Seeds Academy. Students take classes
in at least six of the eight MYP subject areas of Language and Literature, Language Acquisition,
Individuals and Societies, Mathematics, Sciences, Arts, Design, and Physical and Health
Education.
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The MYP provides a framework of academic challenge that encourages students to see their
courses as inter-related and become critical and reflective thinkers. The programme is
devised to help students develop the knowledge, attitude and skills to participate actively and
responsibly in their communities and in a changing and increasingly global world.

The MYP provides challenging and well-rounded education for all students in grades 6t -8th
to better prepare them for upper level coursework and college. The MYP addresses all state
and district standards in each subject area and enhances them by going deeper into key
concepts, supporting students in making global connections, and using rigorous assessments.

All IB programmes strive to develop internationally minded students through the IB Learner
Profile who are: knowledgeable, risk-takers, principled, communicators, balanced, reflective,
caring, inquirers, openminded, and thinkers.

Like all IB programmes, the MYP supports students in developing their communication skills
in English and at least one other language. Students at Prairie Seeds have the opportunity to
study Hmong or Spanish through the IB programmes.

For questions regarding the IB Middle Years Programme, contact Kita Her at
kita.her@psak12.org or (763) 450-1388.
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English Language (EL)

All students who register in this school district will complete a home language survey
form. If this survey indicates that a language other than English is spoken in the home or
is spoken by the student most of the time, the student must be referred to the EL teachers
for assessment. After the language evaluation, the EL Department will make
recommendations about EL Services. Students who qualify for EL services may enroll in
EL classes.

The English Language (EL) program is an integral part of the regular educational
program. State adopted English language instructional materials and supplementary
materials are used as curriculum tools. This program is aligned with Prairie Seeds
Academy’s general education literacy program. The English Language program also
addresses the linguistic and cognitive needs of limited English proficient students.

EL classes, which focus on intensive development of listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skills in English, are offered to English Language learners at the secondary level.

Gifted and Talented Program - Accelerated Programs
Gifted program services are provided for each student who is formally identified for the
gifted program through testing, teacher recommendation or if students have individual
determination to participate in Accelerated Classes. Atthe middle school level, students
may request to take more than one Accelerated courses in academic subjects.

In high school, Gifted and Talented course offerings include Advanced Placement (see
high school program description). At the senior high school level, additional services are
provided for gifted students through College in the Schools and Post-Secondary
Enrollment Options (PSEO). See High School program description for more information.

Special Education Services Program
Special education services are provided for each student who meets eligibility
requirements. Consideration of a student’s eligibility for special education services is
initiated by a referral to the Special Education Department, which may be requested by
parents, school personnel or outside agencies. Parental consent is required prior to
assessment, and again, prior to placement in special education.

Components of the special education process include:
« Determining whether a student meets special education eligibility through
formal assessment, data collection and determination of educational need
« Preparing an Individualized Education Program (IEP) for each student based
on needs, if eligibility is determined.
« Implementing the IEP in the least restrictive environment
« Annually evaluating the student’s progress and developing the IEP to address
the student’s needs
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Special Education services are provided under state and federal guidelines. Special
Education offers specially designed instruction and a full continuum of services to meet a
variety of student needs.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
ART

IB MYP Art 6

This required, semester long course is designed to give 6th graders an introduction to art. Art
projects encourage students to explore foundational techniques and processes central to art.
In addition, we begin to investigate the elements of art (line, form, color, value, and texture)
and principles of design (balance, repetition, emphasis, harmony, and variety). Students
create a variety of 2D and 3D artworks in several different mediums.

IB MYP Art 7

This required, semester long course is designed to provide students with basic design,
drawing, printmaking, sculpture, and alternative media techniques. Students begin to learn
technical drawing skills related to perspective and value, as well as explore personal choice
projects where imagination and creativity are able to flourish.

IB MYP Art 8

This required, semester long course exposes students to the design process. Students develop
skills and techniques through multiple design challenges that encourage them to be
innovators and advance their creative thinking skills. Throughout the semester students will
complete both independent projects and will work in teams that simulate “real world”
industrial and product design situations.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

ENGLISH AND ENGLISH
LEARNERS

IB MYP English 6 (Full Year)
English 6 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA

Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners. In 6th grade, the collections include Facing Fear, Animal Intelligence,
Dealing with Disaster, Making Your Voice Heard, Decisions That Matter and What Tales Tell.

IB MYP English 6 Accelerated (Full Year)
English 6 Accelerated uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017

ELA Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically,
determine evidence, and communicate with others. Students are challenged with additional
reading, writing and speaking activities. Possibly, Students in the course will be in charge of
writing, editing and producing for the monthly school newspaper.

IB MYP English 7 (Full Year)

English 7 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA
Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners. In 7th grade, the collections include Bold Actions, Perception and Reality,
Nature at Work, Risk and Exploration, The Stuff of Consumer Culture, and Guided by a Cause.
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IB MYP English 7 Accelerated (Full Year)

English 7 Accelerated uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017
ELA Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically,
determine evidence, and communicate with others. Students are challenged with additional
reading, writing and speaking activities. Possibly, Students in the course will be in charge of
writing, editing and producing for the monthly school newspaper.

IB MYP English 8 (Full Year)
English 8 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA

Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners.

IB MYP English 8 Accelerated (Full Year)
English 8 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA

Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners. In 8th grade, the collections include Culture and Belonging, The Thrill of
Horror, The Move Toward Freedom, Approaching Adulthood, Anne Frank’s Legacy, and The
Value of Work. The 8th grade Accelerated class will challenged students with additional
reading and writing activities.

IB MYP EL 6TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS (Full Year)

Prerequisite: 6th grade ELL Designation

This course is designed to parallel the 6th grade Language Arts mainstream course. Students
will work with Collections with the scaffolding necessary for an English Language Learner. An
additional emphasis is placed on learning the structure of the English language as well as the
forms of writing necessary for success in mainstream Language Arts classes. *6th Grade
students at the Middle School are co-taught by an English Language Arts teacher and EL
teacher.
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IB MYP EL 7TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS (Full Year)

Prerequisite: 7th grade ELL Designation This course is designed to parallel the 7th grade
Language Arts mainstream course. Students will work with Collections with the scaffolding
necessary for an English Language Learner. An additional emphasis is placed on learning the
structure of the English language as well as the forms of writing necessary for success in
mainstream Language Arts classes. *7th Grade students at the Middle School are co-taught by
an English Language Arts teacher and EL teacher.

IB MYP EL 8TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS (Full Year)
Prerequisite: 8th grade ELL Designation

This course is designed to parallel the 8th grade Language Arts mainstream course. Students
will work with Collections with the scaffolding necessary for an English Language Learner. An
additional emphasis is placed on learning the structure of the English language as well as the
forms of writing necessary for success in mainstream Language Arts classes.

Progressive Reading
Grade: 6-8

Duration: 1-4 quarters (dependent on test scores)

No prerequisite classes

This course provides an opportunity for individual students to close their achievement gap in
reading through reading high interest, ability-level books in small groups using an
intervention called Leveled Literacy Intervention. This course also includes word study,
writing about reading, discussion and assessment opportunities. Teachers frequently provide
feedback to students on each area and work on developing those skills to transfer into the
regular classroom environment. Students may not “elect” to enter this course as placement is
determined by reading test scores.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
HUMANITIES

IB MYP Individuals and Societies - Minnesota Studies 6" Grade [Full year

In this course, students will study Minnesota history and its government, placing the state and
its people within context of the national story. Students will also use historical inquiry to
study events, issues, and individuals significance to Minnesota History. 6th graders will also
focus on the role Minnesota plays in regional, national, and global events as well as study
current events to analyze their global impact. Student in this course will also participate in
National History Day, run by the Minnesota Historical Society.

IB MYP Individuals and Societies - Accelerated Minnesota Studies 6™ Grade [Full year

In this course, students will study Minnesota history and its government, placing the state and
its people within context of the national story. Students will also use historical inquiry to
study events, issues, and individuals significance to Minnesota History. 6th graders will also
focus on the role Minnesota plays in regional, national, and global events as well as study
current events to analyze their global impact. Students will use their knowledge of Minnesota
history to examine their own personal or family history and how it fits into the greater history
of all Minnesotans. Student in this course will also participate in National History Day with to
goal of participating in regional or state competitions run by the Minnesota Historical Society.

IB MYP Individuals and Societies- United States Studies 7t Grade [Full year]

In this course, students will be focusing on history as the lead discipline. The course will
examine the history of the United States by analyzing important government, citizenship,
economics, and geography content to enhance the study of United States history. Students will
also learn about people, issues and events of significance from the 1800 to the current era.

IB MYP Individuals and Societies - Accelerated United States Studies 7t Grade [Full

ear
In this accelerated course, students will be focusing on history as the lead discipline with an
emphasis on U.S. government. The course will examine the history of the United States by
analyzing important government, citizenship, economics, and geography content to enhance
the study of United States history. This course will consistently have students analyze
historical events and how they have changed our current world events. Students will also
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learn about people, issues and events of significance from the colonization of North America
to the current era.

IB MYP Individuals and Societies - Global Studies 8th Grade [Full year]

In this course, students will be focusing on the relationship between physical and human
geography throughout each region of the world. Students will develop the skills to create and
interpret a variety of maps, calculate and estimate distance, scale, density, and spatial
distribution patterns around the world. Throughout the year, the students will study current
events and analyze their global impact.

IB MYP Individuals and Societies -Accelerated Global Studies 8t Grade [Full year]

In this accelerated course, students will apply the methods and tools of geographers by
employing spatial concepts and landscape analyses to analyze human social organization and
its environmental consequences, and engage students to find answers to questions about the
world around us. Students will discover how geography gives meaning to an ever-changing
world by working on authentic problems in Brooklyn Park and the larger world. Students also
learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice to more
completely understand the complexities of current events and analyze their global impact.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
MATH

Pre req: Mastery of multiplication and Division facts. Familiarity with rational numbers
(decimals and fractions). Familiarity with patterns.

In this course, students will master operations with all positive rational numbers. This
includes fractions, improper fractions, mixed numbers, decimals, and integers. Students will
master one step equations with all types of positive rational numbers. Students will know and
be able to apply different mathematical properties such as commutative, associative, and
distributive properties. Students will know how to analyze patterns and sequences. Students
will will become familiar with ratios, rates, and proportional relationships (This will be part of
Math 7 as well). Students will be familiar with percents, decimals, and fractions and be able to
be fluid between all three. Students will know how to calculate area and perimeter of basic
geometric shapes. Students will have an introduction to beginning geometric principles and
vocabulary. Students will be introduced to three dimensional analysis. Students will be
introduced to probability. Throughout the entire year, students will be given and taught
strategies to solve word problems. Lastly, students will be familiar with data analysis, charts,
and graphs.

IB MYP Accelerated Math 6 (Full Year)

Pre req: Mastery of multiplication and Division facts. Familiarity with rational numbers
(decimals and fractions). Familiarity with patterns.

In this course students will master operations with all positive rational numbers with an
introduction to negative rational numbers. This includes fractions, improper fractions, mixed
numbers, decimals, and integers. Students will master one step equations with all types of
positive rational numbers as well as be introduced to two step/multi step equations with
negative rational numbers. Students will master properties and apply them to find easier
ways to solve problems.

IB MYP Math 7 (Full Year)

Pre req: Mastery of multiplication facts and division facts. Mastery of operations with positive
rational numbers (decimals and fractions). Familiarity with ratios and proportions.
Familiarity with scale models and scale factors. Proficiency in single step positive word
problems. Proficiency in one to 4 step positive order of operation questions.
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IB MYP Accelerated Math 7 (Full Yar)

Pre req: Mastery of multiplication facts and division facts. Mastery of operations with positive
rational numbers (decimals and fractions). Familiarity with ratios and proportions.
Familiarity with scale models and scale factors. Proficiency in single step positive word
problems. Proficiency in one to 4 step positive order of operation questions.

IB MYP 8th Grade Algebra- [Full Year]

Prerequisite-Students must be able to work with positive and negative rational numbers
including performing operations with them.

In this course, students will develop a deep understanding of solving equations using the
properties of equality. Students will learn how to use algebra to model everyday situations.
They will learn how to represent a linear function using a table, graph, and equation. They will
learn the three types of equations for a line and how to convert between the three with ease.
Students will end the year looking at quadratic functions and exponent rules.

IB MYP Algebra 1- [Full year]

Prerequisite- successful completion of accelerated 7th grade math.

In this course, students will dive into Algebra 1 and learn all about lines. They will learn how
to graph a line, write an equation of a line, and algebraically manipulate the equation.
Students will work through the Algebra 1: Common Core textbook. Students will also learn
about quadratics and how to graph them as well as find important points such as the x-
intercepts of the graph. Students will become well verse in the exponent rules and be able to
simplify algebraic expressions. Students in this class should be prepared for a rigorous course
and be motivated to do well.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
MUSIC

IB MYP Music 6 - Guitar - semester

Students will develop a strong understanding of guitar, by exploring elements and style. We
will focus on three areas: technique, chords, melody. Each day will focus on learning to play
the guitar as well as transferring the skills to real-life songs and musical examples. As
students deepen their understanding, they will communicate their ideas through reading and
performing guitar music. It will be on the student to use the time and resources in class to
grow as a musician.

IB MYP Music 7 - Musical Elements - semester

Students will learn explore music at its very core. They will identify chords and use them to
play the piano/keyboard. They will learn how to describe music using the basic elements of
music: pitch, tempo, dynamics, duration, attack/decay, texture, timbre, and silence. They will
reflect on listening examples and describe feelings connected to those basic elements of
music. Other activities include composing a 32-measure song, researching a musician of their
choice, and examine how music impacts our daily lives.

IB MYP Music 8 - Vocal Traditions - semester

Students will learn explore vocal music and singing. Vocalists of all skill levels are welcome!
The students will explore their individual voice and how to care for it in every way. They will
also explore acoustics and performance spaces, perform for the class, plan a choral group
concert and perform for a public audience. This is a big step into transitioning to their high
school career and beyond, where they will need to vocalize their thoughts, be confident in
speaking and be comfortable in front of an audience. It can be very scary at first, but we will
slowly turn up the experience of vocally being in front of an audience and sharing who you
are.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH

IB MYP Physical Education (Grades 6, 7, and 8th)

Physical Education a year long course that is taken all three years. P.E. in the middle school is
a progression from game play in 6th grade to more complex skills and fitness progressions in
the 8th grade. The students receive instruction in rules, skills, and strategies associated with
the different sports as well as learning experiences involving physical conditioning activities
and lifelong physical activities. The program promotes the spirit of cooperation, leadership,
fair play, and friendly competition. All grades follow the MYP guidelines through the
International Baccalaureate program. P.E. has four criteria that are used: Criterion A -
Knowledge, Criterion B - Movement Composition, Criterion C - Performance, and Criterion D-
Social Skills.

6th MYP grade Health - The 6th grade health curriculum, conducted in conjunction with
Physical Education, is designed to familiarize students with issues they will encounter during
their middle school years. It is designed to provide knowledge and experiences, which will
enable them to make choices which will have a positive impact on their health. Units covered
include communicable diseases, wellness, tobacco, skeletal system, muscular system, and
reproductive systems.

8th MYP Grade Health - The 8th Health curriculum, conducted in conjunction with the
Physical Education program, is designed to help individuals become sensitive, healthy persons
who take an active roll in protecting, maintaining, and improving their health. Students study
STI’s, AIDS, nutrition, alcohol and drugs, CPR, circulatory system, eating disorders, and fitness.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
SCIENCE

IB MYP Physical Science - 6th - (Full Year)

In this class students will learn more about topics that introduce and blend topics from
physics as well as chemistry. The four main units are Basic Science Skills, Forces, Energy, and
Chemistry. This class is an introduction to secondary, and so the first unit aids to build the
students’ sense of scientific process and skills with various lab equipment. Meanwhile, the rest
of the units are introduction-level.

IB MYP Accelerated Physical Science - 6th - (Full Year )

In this accelerated class, students will learn more about topics that introduce and blend
topics from physics as well as chemistry. The four main units are Basic Science SKills, Forces,
Energy, and Chemistry. This class is an introduction to secondary, and so the first unit aids to
build the students’ sense of scientific process and skills with various lab equipment.
Meanwhile, the rest of the units are introduction-level.

IB MYP Life Science - 7th - (Full Year)

The Life Science course builds on basic principles related to these concepts by exploring the
cellular organization and the classification of organisms; the dynamic relationships among
organisms, populations, communities, and ecosystems; and change as a result of the
transmission of genetic information from generation to generation. This scientific view
defines the idea that explanations of nature are developed and tested using observation,
experimentation, models, evidence, and systematic processes based on logical thinking.
Inquiry skills at this level include organization and mathematical analysis of data,
manipulation of variables in experiments, and identification of sources of experimental error.

IB MYP Accelerated Life Science - 7th - (Full Year)

In this course, The Life Science accelerated course standards emphasize a more complex
understanding of change, cycles, patterns, and relationships in the living world. Students build
on basic principles related to these concepts by exploring the cellular organization and the
classification of organisms; the dynamic relationships among organisms, populations,
communities, and ecosystems; and change as a result of the transmission of genetic
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information from generation to generation. This scientific view defines the idea that
explanations of nature are developed and tested using observation, experimentation, models,
evidence, and systematic processes based on logical thinking. Inquiry skills at this level
include organization and mathematical analysis of data, manipulation of variables in
experiments, and identification of sources of experimental error.

IB MYP Earth & Space Science - 8th - (Full Year)

In this class, students will explore the multiple “spheres” of our world and beyond. This
includes the Celestial-sphere (space), Lithosphere (land), Hydrosphere (water), Atmosphere
(air), and finally the Anthrosphere (human impact), with references to the Biosphere (life)
throughout. This class will also reinforce basic science skills of previous classes, and will
utilize some concepts learned in the previous two years.

IB MYP Accelerated Earth & Space Science - 8th - (Full Year)

In this accelerated class, students will explore the multiple “spheres” of our world and beyond.
This includes the Celestial-sphere (space), Lithosphere (land), Hydrosphere (water),
Atmosphere (air), and finally the Anthrosphere (human impact), with references to the
Biosphere (life) throughout. This class will also reinforce basic science skills of previous
classes, and will utilize some concepts learned in the previous two years.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special Education Department

Directed Studies

These are special education classes, taught by special education teachers, for students who are
on an Individual Education Plan to focus on their individual goals.

-6th - 8th grade will have offerings of social skills, high & low math groups and high & low
reading groups.

General Education

Special education staff, teachers and education assistants, provide students with shared
support. This support in a specific class will depend on the needs of students within that
particular class.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
TECHNOLOGY

IB MYP Design 6: Technology Design Basics (Full year

A required year long course introducing students to internet safety, advanced typing skills,
and entry level computer applications. Students learn the responsibilities and expectations of
being a digital citizen in a globally connected world. Student will be introduced and work with
Google applications such as Google Docs, Google Sheets, and Google Slides. Students create
multiple presentations using different technology mediums, including but not limited to:
Prezi, Scratch, and podcasts.

IB MYP Design 7: Technology Design & Digital Photography (Full year

A required year long course designed to teach students about online safety, digital etiquette,
cyber bullying, appropriate use, protecting your online reputation, social networking,
plagiarism, copyright and fair use, how to conduct effective searches, how to evaluate sites for
accuracy and bias, as well as computer and Internet History. Students will use communication
and collaboration tools in class such as blogs, wikis, Google Apps for Schools and discussion
boards. They will create products using common productivity tools, Google Apps for Schools,
software and other web-based applications. Students will also learn the basics of digital
photography including but not limited to: camera operation basics, taking photo techniques,
and photo editing using Photoshop CS4.

IB MYP Design 8: Technology Design (Full year

Arequired year long course focused on research and information fluency. Students develop
skills in technology operations and concepts through word processing, presentation
management, spreadsheets, and multimedia. Students will continue working on typing skills.
Students will learn the basics to computer programming through coding. Students will create
coded computer programs.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
WORLD LANGUAGES

IB MYP Hmong Language and Culture 6, 7 and 8

This year long course will help native Hmong speakers strengthen their language, each
student will be required to speak primarily Hmong while in class. Students will learn new
terms that they may be unfamiliar with and will learn about different aspects of the Hmong
culture. Reading and writing will be introduced in this course.

IB MYP Introduction to Hmong Language and Culture 6,7 and 8

This course is an introduction to Hmong language and culture. The fundamentals of Hmong
pronunciation, grammar, and culture are presented through a balanced development of all
four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The importance of communication and
cultural awareness is stressed through a wide variety of activities (group/pair work, video,
audio recordings, computer assignments, etc.). This course is designed for students with little
or no knowledge of Hmong language or culture.

IB MYP Spanish Foundations A - 6th grade (1 year)

No prerequisites

In this introductory Spanish course, students will learn the basics of Spanish through the
themes of greetings, classes and responsibilities, descriptions and interests, and family.
Students will learn Spanish pronunciation, spelling, reading, and writing and will be able to
write and say short sentences with basic conjugation by the end of the year.

IB MYP Spanish Foundations B - 7th grade (1 year)
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Foundations A

In this introductory Spanish course, students will continue learning the basics of Spanish
through the themes of pastimes, weather and clothing, the environment, and food. Students
will learn Spanish pronunciation, spelling, read, and writing, and will be able to write and say
multiple sentence descriptions and use all forms of conjugation by the end of the year.

IB MYP Spanish 1 - 7th -8th grade (1 year)
Prerequisite: Spanish A or Spanish B

In this introductory Spanish course, students will learn the basics of Spanish through the
condensed themes of Foundations A & B (greetings, classes, descriptions, family, pastimes,
weather, clothing, environment, and food). Students will learn about and compare/contrast
English and Spanish language as well as American and Latino cultures. Students will learn all
forms of conjugation and be able to write and say multiple sentence descriptions by the end of
the year.
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IB MYP Spanish 2 - 8th grade (Full year)

Prerequisite: Passing grade in Spanish 1

In this beginner-intermediate Spanish course, students will continue learning the basics of
Spanish that were taught in Spanish 1. The vocabulary and grammar of this course are taught
through the themes of penpals, food, houses, chores, the community, and travel. Students will
learn reading, writing, speaking, and listening in Spanish, as well as practice their research
skills to learn about Spanish speaking cultures. By the end of the year, students will be able to
write and speak complete reports and descriptions in Spanish. Students will learn present
tense, present progressive, tener que, and preterite tense in Spanish throughout the year.
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Prairie Seeds Academy

=

GH SCHOOL

College Preparation Timeline

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Re-evaluate career goals and objectives. Review academic four-
year plan. Review college catalogs, publications, and Website sites
which give college profiles. Participate in college campus tours.

Review academic plan. Re-evaluate goals and objectives. Confer
with parent(s) and the high school counselor to decide on courses
for the 11th grade. Take a practice ACT test. Review college
catalogs, publications, and Website sites which give college
profiles. Participate in college campus tours. Complete IB MYP
Personal Project.

Review academic plans and narrow college choices. Confer with
parent(s) and the high school counselor to decide on courses for
the senior year and to discuss post-graduation plans. Attend
College Fair in October. Take college entrance exams: ACT, SAT,
ACCUPLACER, ASVAB in the late spring. Explore scholarship
opportunities. Participate in college campus tours and college
campus on-site visits.

Finalize college choices. Confer with counselor and Academic
Advisor in early fall. Attend College Fair in October. Take college
entrance exams: ACT, SAT, ACCUPLACER, ASVAB in October or
November. Send regular decision applications early in the fall
semester. Discuss financial aid programs in November or
December. Send federal financial aid applications in January. Send
local scholarship application in spring.
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POST-HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING

College and other post-secondary institutions have entrance requirements that vary from
schools requiring only high school graduation to those that are extremely selective. The
following information may be helpful to you as you plan your high school courses.

In general, admissions are based on a student’s preparation, and the following factors are
those most commonly considered:

1. Grade Point Average

2. High school courses completed

3. Test scores

4. Extracurricular and community activities including evidence of leadership

The more selective a school is, the more emphasis is placed on rigorous academic work in
English, Social Studies, Mathematics, Science, World Language, as well as a higher GPA and
higher test scores. It is wise for college-bound students to take as much Math, Science, and
World Language as they can comfortably handle while maintaining a strong GPA.

Students should select courses that reflect their interests, talents, and goals. Many colleges
are looking for students with a background in the arts, extra-curricular activities and
community service as well as academics.

Students are encouraged to meet with their counselors and academic advisors to use the to
obtain specific information to help with their planning.

Following are selected examples of entrance requirements:

1. Community College System - Community colleges require high school graduation or the
equivalent. They do not require a specific GPA or test scores. Solid academic preparation is
required to avoid significant remedial coursework.

2. Technical Colleges - A well-rounded high school background is important. Math, at least
through Algebra 2, is particularly important. Technology, music, and arts courses are very
appropriate. A student wishing further exposure to technical education might also consider
attending Hennepin Technical College half time as a junior and/or senior.
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There are 33 public technical colleges in the State of Minnesota and several private vocational
schools offering a variety of technical programs for high school graduates. See your counselor
or Academic Advisor for additional information.

3. Minnesota State University System - The six state universities will generally accept
Minnesota residents or who earn a particular ACT score and meet minimum course
requirements, which varies by school.

The following courses are minimum requirements for admission to Minnesota State
Universities:

*4 years of English (including composition and literature)

* 3 years of Math (through Algebra 2 or Pre-calculus )

*3 years of Science (including one year each of a biological and a physical science)
*3 years of Social Studies

* 2 years of a single World Language

*1 year of either World Culture or Fine Arts

4. Private Colleges - Entrance requirements vary greatly among private colleges. Emphasis
is placed on strong college preparatory course work, GPA, test scores, extra-curricular
activities, leadership and service.

5. University of Minnesota - Twin Cities - The U of MN - TC is made up of several separate
colleges, each with its own admission requirements. Admissions have become highly
competitive for many of the colleges. Students considering the U of M should communicate
with Kita Her, kita.her@psak12.org to attend a spring and/or fall admission visit from the U of
MN-Twin Cities.

6. University of Wisconsin System - Admission requirements for the Wisconsin system
vary widely from campus to campus. An excellent booklet on the Wisconsin system is
available from counselor and Academic Advisor with detailed admissions information.
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PSA Graduation Requirements

Graduation Requirements for class of 2018

4 year-long credits in language arts
3.5 year-long credits in social studies
3 year-long credits in mathematics

3 year-long credits in science

2 year-long credits in world languages
1 year-long credit in the arts

7 Elective credits

**All PSA students should plan to enroll in 4 years of Math and Science to prepare for
college.

66 credits are the minimum required to graduate and
must include all requirements listed above

In order to participate in high school activities, students must be

1. Registered as a full-time student
2. Passingall classes

3. Making progress toward accumulation of the 66 credits according to the chart below:

Grade Start of Fall Sports Start of Winter Start of Spring Sports
Sports

9 0 5 10

10 15 20 25

11 35 40 45

12 55 60 66
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The plan for determining academic eligibility for MSHSL activities is as follows:

1 Eligibility will be determined at the start of each school year and after each marking period.

1 A student is ineligible if the total number of credits at the beginning of each quarter is less
than the number listed in the table above.

11If a winter or spring sport begins before quarter 1 or quarter 2 grades have been posted,
students may appear eligible to begin a winter or spring activity, but become ineligible once
grades/credits are posted.

1 The Athletic Director will follow up after grades and credits are posted to ensure all
students are eligible.

11 The Athletic Director will inform any student who becomes ineligible and work with a plan
to help students stay eligible to play.

NCAA Requirements

Athletes interested in participating in National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division
[ or Division II athletics as a college freshman, must register and be certified by the NCAA
Clearinghouse. Students should apply after their junior year in high school for certification by
the NCAA Clearinghouse. The NCAA encourages students to apply online at
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.

Please be sure to request your transcript to be sent to the NCAA. NOTE: The NCAA will not
accept the Pass/No Credit option for core academic courses.

Please refer to the NCAA web site for additional information. Students must register online at
NCAA.org in order to participate in collegiate athletics. Must meet the NCAA eligibility criteria

STUDENT RECOGNITION
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GPA RECOGNITION Honor Roll:

Numerical equivalencies are used to determine the “A” and “B” honor rolls for each semester.
Students who have achieved an average of 3.600 to 4.000 will be listed on the “A” honor roll.
Students who have achieved an average of 2.950 to 3.599 will be listed on the “B” honor roll.
A student must be full-time at Prairie Seeds Academy to be eligible for the honor roll.

Honoring students for their individual and collective achievements is a strong Prairie Seeds
Academy tradition. Students may earn a wide range of recognitions, including, Department
Awards, IB Awards, Honor Rolls, National Honor Society, Founder’s Award, AP Awards, and
Volunteer Honors Awards. Student achievement is recognized at Undergraduate Awards
Assembly and Senior Honors Night in May.
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ACADEMIC POLICIES

COURSE SCHEDULE
All students must be enrolled in 7 courses. Exceptions are made for students participating in
work-based programs such as Genesys Works or PSEO.

Students are scheduled into classes based on graduation, program, and federal requirements
and the student’s requests.

Prerequisites

Some courses require that students must take a certain course previous to enrolling in the
class. For example: A student must take and receive a passing letter grade in Algebra 1 before
taking Geometry or Algebra 2.

Dropping Classes

All students are expected to take the classes they registered for. However, there is a grace
period of 10 days. Within 10 days, students can meet with the school counselor to change
their schedule.

Grade of Incomplete

A grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be given at the end of the quarter for students that have
missing work due to circumstances beyond their control. We encourage all students to work
with their teachers to complete work in a timely manner. Please see student handbook
grading policy for Incomplete grades.

CREDIT RECOVERY

What happens if a student fails a required cours&tddents who are unable to successfully
complete all their course work should work with their counselors to develop individualized
plans to recover credits and earn their diplomas. Students can do make-up credit courses
through:

1. ONLINE CREDIT MAKEUP -
Students can complete previously failed credits ONLINE. Students can sign up for online
courses by contacting the counselor.

2. Prairie Seeds Academy Credit Recovery Summer School - These courses are
designed for students who are behind in credit(s). Students will receive notification if
Credit Recovery Summer School is recommended based on their progress during the
prior quarters. Summer School dates are typically from early June to late July.
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DUAL CREDIT

“Dual Credit” refers to all courses that allow students to earn high school and college credit at
little to no cost to the student. These programs provide quality academic preparation for both
college and career. Learn more about these dual credit programs: Advanced Placement (AP),
Concurrent Enrollment : College in the Schools (CIS), Postsecondary Enrollment Options

(PSEO).

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)

Advanced Placement is a College Board program that offers Minnesota high school students
the opportunity to take rigorous, college-level courses and earn college credit while in high
school. The content in AP courses is structured like college courses. Students who complete an
AP course and take the end-of-course examination may qualify for college credit from
postsecondary institutions, provided their score meets the institution’s credit policy. These
courses help prepare students for further education and many colleges look favorably on
transcripts that include AP coursework. For more information contact kita.her@psakl12.org

COLLEGE IN THE SCHOOLS (CIS)

College in the Schools Program (CIS) is a partnership with the University of Minnesota,
offering introductory-level U of M credit courses to advanced seniors and is taught during the
regular school day at Prairie Seeds Academy.

The CIS program at Prairie Seeds Academy began in 2013. Prairie Seeds Academy CIS teachers
are specially trained in discussion leadership by University of Minnesota staff. Exams are
administered according to University standards and students who do well may earn college
credits from the University of Minnesota. For more information contact kita.her@psak12.org

POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT OPTIONS (PSEO)

Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEQ) is a program that allows 10th-, 11th- and 12th-
grade students to earn college credit while still in high school, through enrollment in and
successful completion of college-level courses.

Students interested in PSEO apply directly to the college/university of choice. School
Counselors are available to assist students with the application process. Meet with your
School Counselor to talk about this opportunity! Contact beth.hajeknelson@psak12.org
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To enroll in a PSEO program at a participating college or university:
1. Students must meet the college or university entrance requirements
2. Students must meet with their counselor to create a graduation action plan and

expectations to ensure they meet all graduation requirements through their PSEO
courses.

Eligibility for PSEO programs depends on a variety of factors. Colleges/universities consider
GPA, rigorous courses successfully completed, MCA test scores, and other college/university
assessment results. Success in PSEO depends on many factors, such as self-advocacy, time

management, organization, perseverance, motivation, and academic ability for college level
coursework.

Students must provide their own transportation to their PSEO courses, but transportation
reimbursement may be possible for students who qualify.

For more detailed information, visit the MN Department of Education Website.
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/CollReadi/PSEQ/

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE MIDDLE
YEARS PROGRAMME

The IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) is an educational approach that includes all subject
areas for all 9t and 10th grade students at Prairie Seeds Academy. Students take classes in at
least six of the eight MYP subject areas of Language and Literature, Language Acquisition,
Individuals and Societies, Mathematics, Sciences, Arts, Design, and Physical and Health
Education.
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The MYP provides a framework of academic challenge that encourages students to see their
courses as inter-related and become critical and reflective thinkers. The programme is

Page | 33


http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/CollReadi/PSEO/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/CollReadi/PSEO/

devised to help students develop the knowledge, attitude and skills to participate actively and
responsibly in their communities and in a changing and increasingly global world.

The MYP provides challenging and well-rounded education for all students in grades 6th -10th
to better prepare them for upper level coursework and college. The MYP addresses all state
and district standards in each subject area and enhances them by going deeper into key
concepts, supporting students in making global connections, and using rigorous assessments.

All IB programmes strive to develop internationally minded students through the IB Learner
Profile who are: knowledgeable, risk-takers, principled, communicators, balanced, reflective,
caring, inquirers, openminded, and thinkers.

Like all IB programmes, the MYP supports students in developing their communication skills
in English and at least one other language. Students at Prairie Seeds have the opportunity to
study Hmong or Spanish through the IB programmes.

In the final year of the MYP, all 10th grade students will complete a personal project. The
personal project is a significant project of the student’s own choosing. Students will select
topics of personal interest, develop a plan, carry it out to create something of interest to
themselves, and reflect on the process. The personal project is an opportunity for students to
demonstrate the knowledge and skills they have developed through the MYP programme.

For questions regarding the IB Middle Years Programme, contact Kita Her at

kita.her@psak12.org or (763) 450-1388.

English Language (EL)

All students who register in this school district will complete a home language survey
form. If this survey indicates that a language other than English is spoken in the home or
is spoken by the student most of the time, the student must be referred to the EL teachers
for assessment. After the language evaluation, the EL Department will make
recommendations about EL Services. Students who qualify for EL services may enroll in
EL classes.

The English Language (EL) program is an integral part of the regular educational
program. State adopted English language instructional materials and supplementary
materials are used as curriculum tools. This program is aligned with Prairie Seeds
Academy’s general education literacy program. The English Language program also
addresses the linguistic and cognitive needs of limited English proficient students.

EL classes, which focus on intensive development of listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skills in English, are offered to English Language learners at the secondary level.

Page | 34



Special Education Services Program
Special education services are provided for each student who meets eligibility

requirements. Consideration of a student’s eligibility for special education services is
initiated by a referral to the Special Education Department, which may be requested by
parents, school personnel or outside agencies. Parental consent is required prior to
assessment, and again, prior to placement in special education.

Components of the special education process include:
« Determining whether a student meets special education eligibility through
formal assessment, data collection and determination of educational need
« Preparing an Individualized Education Program (IEP) for each student based
on needs, if eligibility is determined.
« Implementing the IEP in the least restrictive environment
« Annually evaluating the student’s progress and developing the IEP to address
the student’s needs

Special Education services are provided under state and federal guidelines. Special
Education offers specially designed instruction and a full continuum of services to meet a
variety of student needs.
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High School
Art

IB MYP Art 9

In this Art I course, students work on communication through art and the development of art
making and problem solving skills. Students create original artworks that demonstrate their
ability to utilize artistic skills and techniques within a personal framework and foster a
willingness to take risks.

IBMYP Art 10

In this required, semester long course, sophomores learn technical drawing skills which they
later apply to an exploration of identity. This course encourages students to develop a
personal artistic style as students explore art as activism within the modern world and create
work that speaks to their values and passions. During the second quarter, students create a
large scale paper mache mask inspired by the In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask
Theatre’s, iconic MayDay Parade.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART (Full Year) Grades 11-12

Prerequisite: Students who complete any two introductory art classes with grade of B+ or
better, or instructor waiver.

Advanced AP Studio Art portfolio requirements are designed for students who are seriously
interested in the practical experience of art. AP Studio Art is not based on a written
examination; instead, students submit portfolios at the end of the school year for evaluation
by the AP College Board. Most AP Studio Art candidates prepare their portfolios through
organized AP instruction. The AP Program offers three possible choices in portfolio
development. Students can opt for either drawing, 2-D design, or sculpture. Students show a
fundamental competence and range of understanding in visual concerns. Each of the
portfolios ask the student to demonstrate a depth of investigation by addressing three AP
sections: (1) The breadth section asks students to demonstrate grounding in general visual
principles and material techniques; (2) The quality section asks students to select five works
that best exhibit a blending of form, technique and content; (3) A concentration section asks
students to produce a series of thematically-related work.
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High School
English and EL

IB MYP English 9 - (Full Year)

English 9 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA
Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners. In 9th grade, the collections include Finding Common Ground, The Struggle
for Freedom, The Bonds Between Us, Sweet Sorrow, A Matter of Life or Death, and Heroes and
Quests.

IB MYP Honors English 9 (Full Year)

Honors English 9 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA
Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners. In 9th grade, the collections include Finding Common Ground, The Struggle
for Freedom, The Bonds Between Us, Sweet Sorrow, A Matter of Life or Death, and Heroes and
Quests. Honors English 9 differs from English 9 in the pacing, depth of rigor, outside work,
expectations, and projects.

IB MYP English 10
English 10 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA

Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners. In 10th grade, the collections include Ourselves and Others, The Natural
World, Responses to Change, How We See Things, Absolute Power, and Hard-Won Liberty.

IB MYP Honors English 10
English 10 uses the MN State Standards and the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2017 ELA

Curriculum, Collections, to help students analyze complex texts, reason critically, determine
evidence, and communicate with others. Collections contains a balance of text genres and
blends digital and print resources into themes that are relevant and engaging to today’s 21st-
century learners. In 10th grade, the collections include Ourselves and Others, The Natural
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World, Responses to Change, How We See Things, Absolute Power, and Hard-Won Liberty.
English course, including reading, writing and speaking/listening skills for students capable of
engaging in accelerated learning. Honors English 10 differs from English 10 in the pacing,
depth of rigor, outside work, expectations, and projects.

English 11 AMERICAN LITERATURE (Full Year)

This class focuses on the great American literary works, the authors who created them, and
the methods by which they tell the American experience from the time of the Native
Americans to present day. Novels are drawn from a list that includes The Scarlet Letter, The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, My Antonia, The Great Gatsby, The Grapes of Wrath, The
Catcher in the Rye, and The Things They Carried. Dramatic works may include The Crucible,
The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar Named Desire, and Death of a Salesman. Film studies include
Gone with the Wind. In addition, students will read short stories, contemporary essays, and
poetry. Seminal American documents range from the Declaration of Independence and
Constitution, to Lincoln’s Second Inaugural and Gettysburg Address, to Native American-
related fiction and non-fiction. Students will learn approaches to literary analysis and
persuasive essay writing, and examine literature through various lenses of literary criticism.

Honors English 11 AMERICAN LITERATURE (Full Year)

This rigorous honors-level course is modeled after common first-year university composition
courses that lay the groundwork for future college-level thinking and writing. It is a great
opportunity for students who have consistently been successful writing for other courses,
who have demonstrated mastery of basic conventions of writing, and who wish to challenge
themselves further by studying how the features of rhetoric and style function in a variety of
nonfiction tests, both written and visual (as in advertising, political cartoons, documentary,
etc.), and then applying that study to their own work.

Students in this course will read and write in various rhetorical modes, with special attention
given to argument and persuasion. Students will engage in extended close reading and rich
analysis and discussion of how an author’s purposes, choice of subject-matter, audience,
expectations, and use of convention and language resources contribute to the effectiveness of
the text. The reading pace is brisk and heavy, and students are expected to enthusiastically
engage in class discussions and small group projects.

English 12 WORLD LITERATURE (Full Year)

World Literature students will experience great literature from around the world. Areas
studied will include but not be limited to: Africa, Central and South America, India, China,
Japan and Afghanistan. Students will look at the cultural, political and religious influences on
the literature we read. Through our study we will celebrate cultural differences and discover
those elements of life and thought that transcend cultural boundaries and are universally
human. All students read a variety of short stories, plays and poetry from the class textbook,
and selections chosen by the instructor. Students are all given the opportunity for an
independent reading project that allows them to study an area of the world and themes that
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interest them. Writing components include journal writing, essay writing, research,
documentation and literary analysis. Speech components include discussion and individual
and group presentations.

COLLEGE IN THE SCHOOLS: INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE (One Semester)
Grade 12

Prerequisite: Students must be in the top 20% of their class, and have teacher
recommendation

Advanced Engl 1001 is a University of Minnesota literature course. Students will explore
significant examples of 20th Century writing, ranging from the traditional to the experimental,
through extensive reading, writing, presenting, and researching. The course will also cover the
concepts of literary theory. This is a college-level, discussion-centered course; hence, students
will have greater freedom than in most high school courses. This mandates that students have
a high level of personal investment in the course. Students will be expected to think
analytically and to take intellectual and creative risks. They will apply course concepts toward
the production of an extensive writing portfolio. Students are dual enrolled at the University
of Minnesota and Prairie Seeds Academy. The semester grade will be recorded at both
institutions. Pre-course reading is required. Students will be contacted by the instructor prior
to the start of the term.

COLLEGE IN THE SCHOOLS: WRITING STUDIO (One Semester)

Prerequisites: To be eligible to participate in Writ 1201, a student must be a junior or senior
who can show a pattern of consistent attendance at school. The student must also meet one of
the following additional criteria: a GPA of 3.0 or better; or has completed the ACT or Plan with
reading and writing scored considered sufficient by the instructor; or has the
recommendation of the teacher or counselor. Eligible ninth and tenth graders must have the
instructor’s permission to enroll.

WRIT 1201 introduces students to general writing strategies encountered at the college level.
Through frequent practice and feedback, students learn to see writing as a tool for learning
and a vehicle for expression of ideas and informed views. Students also learn a working
vocabulary for discussing writing. Typical assignments include informal writing derived from
personal experience, response to readings, analysis and evaluation of sources on the web and
in print, and formal papers that increasingly make use of sources as well as close reading of
texts. The course emphasizes the active practice of writing, from gathering ideas for a paper,
through the drafting of papers, to careful editing.

English Language Learner- EL
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The goal of the course is to help English Language Learners (Learners of English as a Second
Language) develop language skills to be successful members of society who achieve academic
success in school and beyond. In EL, students focus on listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skills using the EDGE curriculum designed by National Geographic. Each unit focuses
on Essential Questions with themes around family, decision making, volunteerism, creativity,
and more. Along with added teacher supplements, the program has targeted reading
strategies, common academic vocabulary, and a focus on diverse and varied genre. Classes
consist of mixed proficiency and grade levels. Students work in teams that are leveled by
curriculum: Level A or Level B: Students may change from level A to B or B to A after any Unit.
This is based on class performance, targeted skills, and Fast & WIDA Access score data.

Progressive Reading

Grade: 9-10

Duration: 1-4 quarters (dependent on test scores)

No prerequisite classes

This course provides an opportunity for individual students to close their achievement gap in
reading through reading high interest, ability-level books in small groups using an
intervention called Leveled Literacy Intervention. This course also includes word study,
writing about reading, discussion and assessment opportunities. Teachers frequently provide
feedback to students on each area and work on developing those skills to transfer into the
regular classroom environment. Students may not “elect” to enter this course as placement is
determined by reading test scores
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High School

Humanities

IB MYP Geography 9 [Full Year]

In this year long course, students will be introduced to the systematic study of patterns and
processes that have shaped human understanding, use and alteration of Earth’s surface.
Students will learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their research and learn
how to interpret and analyze data to recognize and characterize relationships and
interconnections on a global basis.

IB MYP Honors Geography 9 [Full Year]

In today’s increasingly interconnected world, it is essential that students learn to understand
the world around them. Honors Geography will introduce students to these key processes
that have shaped human understandings and continue to re-define the way we interact with
the natural world. In this term, students will focus on global interactions between people
while wrestling with important 21st century topics including population policy, globalization,
cultural preservation and geopolitics. Through this process, students will develop a more
sophisticated world-view. College level text and readings make this class a challenging one.

IB MYP US History - 10th grade [Full Year]

In this year long course, students will study major events in U.S. History while examining the
experiences of ordinary women, men, and children as well as those of our leaders. Students
will learn necessary knowledge to help them analyze problems, concepts, and events in United
States History. This course will focus on patterns and themes of diverse backgrounds as well
as the struggles and strengths of the United States as it became and progresses as an
independent country.

IB MYP Honors US History - 10th grade [Full Year]

This course will help students prepare for Advanced Placement classes in 11th and 12t grade.
This course satisfies the district and state history requirement. It is a chronological
examination of American history from pre-Columbian time to the present, with an emphasis
on social history. Reading assignments are long and the reading level is advanced. Substantial
emphasis is placed on higher-level learning skills and reading comprehension. Summer
reading is required.
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World History - 11th grade [Full Year]

In this year long course, students will study significant events, people, issues, and perspectives
from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East. The course will focus on the
cultural, economic, geographic, political, and social history components. Students will learn
how diverse perspectives have an impact on the findings of global events.

Honors World History - 11th grade [Full Year]

In a modern-day world, increasingly defined by globalization, students will benefit by
knowing how past conflicts and interactions between civilizations and people connect to
today’s current events. At the honors level, world history students go beyond a general
understanding of world history by focusing on big-picture themes such as how societies have
changed and interacted with each other over time. They will use analytic skills and write
extensively on the major themes of history from the foundations of civilizations to the present
day. Students are given the opportunity to “do history” by using the steps a historian would in
analyzing historical events and data. The study of Africa, the Americas, Asia and Europe offers
a balanced coverage of world history.

Civics - 12th grade [One Semester]

During the semester course, seniors will examine the political system of the American
government. The course will focus on the political processes of local, state, and national
government, the three branches of government, as well as applying the Constitutional
principles to the American legal system. Students will learn to analyze and debate public
policy, investigate foreign policy, and understand how to be active citizens.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT AMERICAN GOVERNMENT (One Semester)

Grade 12

Prerequisite: Recommended for students who performed at a B or higher level in 11th grade
Social Studies. Students should also have an intense interest in political science.

AP American Government and Politics will examine the constitutional underpinnings of our
democratic system of government and how those principles are incorporated into the division
of power between the states and federal government and within our political institutions. In
addition, this course will analyze the following topics: Political Beliefs and Political Behaviors,
Political Parties, Interest Groups, Mass Media, Public Policy, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.
The topics of this course will be examined on a college level.

Economics - 12th grade [One Semester]
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During the semester course, seniors will learn about the concept of scarcity and its impact on
choices of individuals, organizations, businesses, and government. The course will focus on
market structures, supply and demand, personal finance, macroeconomics, as well as the
global economy. Students will learn how to investigate public issues as well as identify
problems and solutions to economic situations.

History Through Film - Humanities Elective - Juniors and Seniors [One Semester]

In this semester long course, students will be analyzing how history has shaped multimedia
through various periods of times. The course will focus on bias, historical accuracy, as well as
perspective used within films. Students will learn how to accurately write film critiques on
historical films and expand their abilities to highlight bias and diverse perspectives.
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High School

Math

PSA Secondary Math Tracks

TRACK A
GRADE | COURSE Detail
6 Math 6x Full year
Math 6 Full year
7 Math 7x 1 section accelerated
Math 7 2 sections regular
8 Algebra Full year
9 Algebra 1 Full year
10 Geometry Full year
11 Algebra 2 Full year
12 Higher math options
1 Pre Calculus
§ Statistics
1 Math & Society

TRACK B

GRADE | COURSE Detall
6 Math 6X Accelerated, full year
7 Math 7X Accelerated, full year
8 Algebra 1 Full year
9 Geometry Full year
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10 Algebra 2 Full year
11 Pre calc Accelerated, full year
Stats Full year

12 Pre calc or Calc | Full year

CIS Calc Juniors & Seniors having earned A- or higher in Pre-Calc

IB MYP Algebra 1- [Full year] (9th grade)

Prerequisite: Ability to graph lines and write equations of lines in all three forms as well as
algebraically manipulate the equations to change between forms.

Intermediate Algebra encourages and enables students to use the language, symbols and notation
of mathematics, to be confident using mathematics to analyze and solve problems both in and out
of school, and to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to pursue further studies in
mathematics. The course includes a thorough review of linear relationships, an introduction to
exponential and quadratic relationships, a survey of transformations and a solid study of
secondary level statistics and probability.

IB MYP Geometry- (9th grade )

Geometry is a full year course required to fulfill Minnesota Mathematics Graduation
Standards requirements. Prior to taking Geometry, students should have successfully
completed a year of Linear Algebra in the eighth grade or Algebra 1 in the ninth grade.
Students will study two and three dimensional shapes such as triangles, quadrilaterals, cubes
and spheres looking at properties such as congruence and similarity as well as perimeter, area
and volume. Geometric proofs will be taught to further students’ logical reasoning skills.

Algebra 2- [Full Year] (11th grade) (10th grade accelerated)

Algebra 2 students will learn how to recognize, describe and generalize patterns to make
predictions; use algebraic symbols and operations to represent and analyze mathematical
structures and relationships; analyze the relationships and interactions between quantities to
model and compare patterns of change for complex functions. Students will study sequence,
linear, polynomial, and exponential functions, logarithmic functions, and the graphs that
correspond to them, transformations, growth, and decay models; explore data through statistical
graphs, measures of central tendency, lines of best fit; learn how to factor, solve radicals, and
understand complex numbers, trigonometric functions; and use graphing calculators to solve
problems. In addition, students will review and prepare for the Math portion of the MCA 11
(Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment).
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PreCalculus- [Full Year] (12th grade) (11th grade accelerated)

Precalculus combines the trigonometric, geometric, and algebraic techniques needed to
prepare students for the study of calculus, and strengthens students’ conceptual
understanding of problems and mathematical reasoning in solving problems. Facility with
these topics is especially important for students intending to study calculus, physics, and
other sciences, and/or engineering in college. For this Precalculus course, instructional time
will focus on four critical areas: (1) extend work with complex numbers; (2) expand
understanding of logarithms and exponential functions; (3) use characteristics of polynomial
and rational functions to sketch graphs of those functions; and (4) perform operations with
vectors.

Statistics

Statistics is a requirement of a number of college majors including engineering, business,
social sciences, and, of course, mathematics. The statistics course encompasses four major
units: exploring and analyzing data, producing data through samples and experiments,
understanding probability and simulation models, and drawing conclusions about a
population through inference.

Grade levels: 11-12

College in the Schools Calculus

Prerequisites: Students enrolling in MATH 1371 must be juniors or seniors in high school and
have earned an A or A- in a rigorous pre-calculus class. They should have a background in pre-
calculus, geometry, and visualization of functions/graphs, or teacher recommendation.
Familiarity with graphing calculators is recommended. This course deals with the major
topics of differential and integral calculus. Applications include related rates, areas, volumes,
rectilinear motion, and graphing with the use of the first and second derivatives. All topics
that are part of the AB curriculum of the Advanced Placement Program are included. This
course is under the supervision of the mathematics department of the University of Minnesota
from which four college credits may be earned.
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High School

Musie

IB MYP Music 9 - Exploring Musical Genres - (One semester

Students will be exposed to many genres of music, such as rock/pop, country, classical, hip-
hop, and jazz, while being given the opportunity to create and express emotional connections
to music. The students will create music video, learn about and present a chosen era and style
of music from the last century, and write and perform a rap verse.

IB MYP Music 10 - Music Theory - (One Semester)

Students will learn the basics of music theory. They will focus on written music on the staff,
note names, note values, rests, measures, ties, slurs, dynamics, tempo, articulations, endings,
flats, sharps, whole and half steps, and intervals. Students will demonstrate knowledge and
skill of the elements in written music by writing their own songs in different styles. The final
drafts of these songs will also utilize the technology of notation software to input and listen
reflectively to their compositions.

Music in Film - 11/12th - (One semester)

Prerequisite: 1 semester of Music Theory

Students will explore music used in motion pictures throughout history. They will use their
skills gained from Music Theory class to compose themes for characters and music for certain
scenes. They will study past films and music to gain knowledge of technique, application, and
expression. Instruments/Sound effects opportunities will be provided and used to bring plans
and sound expression to life!

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MUSIC THEORY- 1 year

Grades 11-12 Prerequisite: Ability to read music

The first semester of the course is appropriate for intermediate level choral, instrumental,
keyboard, guitar and string players who already read music. Existing skills will be
strengthened through the study of ear training, sight singing, music notation, scales, rhythmes,
melodies and chords. Upon completion of the first semester, students will have a strong
foundation in the fundamentals of music theory, which will enhance their ability to perform,
create and appreciate all styles of music. The second semester of the course is an advanced
level music theory course that will follow the AP music theory curriculum. Students will refine
their existing music skills through the advanced study of melody, harmony, rhythm, scales,
chord progressions, ear training and sight singing. Theory knowledge will be used to arrange
music for a variety of music ensembles and for beginning composition. Students may earn
college credit by passing a qualifying examination. Successful completion of this course
satisfies the state requirement for the Arts.
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High School
Physical Education

IB MYP PhyEd 9 - Foundations of Personal Fitness - It is a two-semester course that
enables students to incorporate health and physical behaviors into their lifestyles. Emphasis
will be on giving students knowledge and skills in the following areas: components of physical
fitness, consumer issues, biomechanical and physiological principles, safety practices, lifestyle
assessment, assessment of individual fitness levels, and design of a personal fitness program.

IB MYP Phy Ed 10 - Sport and Fitness - It is a course that includes lifetime sports, individual
and team sports, fitness planning and weight training. Sport and Fitness class is designed to
expose students to a variety of team and individual sports. Activities will include team sports
such as flag football, softball, ultimate Frisbee, basketball, soccer, volleyball, and individual
sports such as weight training, tennis, ping-pong, golf, archery, and aerobic conditioning.
Students will be assessed on written assignments, tests, skill development, and participation.

Health 10 - Health is infused into the year long PE 10 course. Topics include
communications, decision-making, relationships, sexuality, drug prevention, mental health,
growth and development, death and dying, nutrition, fitness, environmental health, First Aid,
CPR, and disease.

PE- Strength & Conditioning: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to
learn fitness concepts and conditioning techniques used for obtaining optimal physical fitness.
Students will benefit from comprehensive weight training and cardiorespiratory endurance
activities. Students will learn the basic fundamentals of strength training, aerobic training, and
overall fitness training and conditioning. Course includes both lecture and activity sessions.
Students will be empowered to make wise choices, meet challenges, and develop positive
behaviors in fitness, wellness, and movement activity for a lifetime.

Grade Placement: 11-12

PE- TEAM SPORTS: Students will be provided an opportunity to participate in team sports in
both class and intramural settings. Activities may include badminton, basketball, floor hockey,
softball, baseball, table tennis, volleyball, and soccer. Selection of activity will be at the
instructor’s discretion, dependent upon proper facilities for participation.

Grade Placement: 11-12
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High School

Science

IB MYP Biology 9t Grade (Full Year)

Recommended Text: Glencoe Biology: McGraw Hill Education 2017

Lab Manual: Labs included in textbook

Course Description: Biology is a course that studies the complexities of living things from the
microscopic to the macroscopic. Emphasis is placed on the biochemical processes of life,
including life cycles and the interaction of life with non-living things. In particular, several
theories of science are examined, including Cell Theory, Germ Theory, Genetics and
Chromosomal Theory, and Evolutionary Theory. Ecology, which is the study of life on planet
Earth, will emphasize the study of various ecosystems and the interaction between humans
and their environment.

IB MYP Honors Biology 9t Grade (Full Year)

This biology course designed to give students an in-depth biology curriculum equivalent to a
rigorous biology course. The goal is to prepare students to take AP Chemistry in 10t grade.
Students will be expected to do extensive laboratory work as well as reading and writing as a part
of this course. Units of Study include: Cellular biology, Biochemistry, Genetics, Evolution and
Ecology, Human health and physiology, Human nutrition, and Neurobiology and behavior.

IB MYP General Chemistry (Full year

Recommended Text: Kendall Hunt Chemistry: Chemistry You Need to Know

Lab Manual: TBD

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra 1 ( C- or better)

Course Description: Chemistry is an intermediate, year-long, lab based course that meets
Minnesota educational standards. Students will explore the fundamental principles of
chemistry which characterize the properties of matter and how it reacts. This exploration will
be through the lens of everyday life. Topics include: Antacids, Airbags, Things that Glow, Soap,
Sports Drinks, and Hot and Cold Packs.

IB MYP Honors General Chemistry - (Full year)

Recommended Text: Glencoe Chemistry: Matter and Change; 2017
Lab Manual: Labs included in textbook
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra 1 ( B- or better)
Course Description: Honors Chemistry is a college preparatory course designed to prepare
students to take Advanced Placement Chemistry during high school. Itis a year-long, lab
based course that meets (or exceeds) Minnesota educational standards. Students will explore
the fundamental principles of chemistry which characterize the properties of matter and how
it reacts. Topics include: atomic theory, matter, periodic law, bonding, chemical reactions, and
-
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stoichiometry. Traditional laboratory techniques are used to obtain, organize, and analyze
data. Conclusions are developed using both qualitative and quantitative procedures.

Physics - 11/12 Full Year (Full year)

Recommended Text: Glencoe Physics: Principles and Problems; 2017

Lab Manual: Labs included in textbook

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Geometry (C- or better) and Algebra 2 (C- or better).
Course Description: Physics is an algebra-based, advanced - level science course. Students
cultivate their understanding of Physics through inquiry-based investigations as they explore
topics such as Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and power;
mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits.

Note: Although this course includes basic use of trigonometric functions, this understanding
can be gained either in the concurrent math course or in the Physics course itself.

Advanced Placement Chemistry (Full year

Recommended Text: TBD

Lab Manual: TBD

Prerequisites: Success completion of General Chemistry (B- or better), Algebra 2 (C- or
better), and Teacher recommendation.

Course Description: The Advanced Placement Chemistry course provides students with a
college-level foundation to support future advanced coursework in chemistry. Students
cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based investigations, as they
explore topics such as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical
reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium.

Forensic Science - 11/12 Elective (1 year)

Recommended Text: National Geographic Learning Forensic Science: Advanced Investigations
Lab Manual: Included in Textbook

Prerequisites: Successful completion of at least 2 years of high school science, including:
Chemistry (C- or better) and Biology (C- or better) or equivalent courses.

Course Description: This course surveys key topics in forensic science, including the
application of the scientific process to forensic analysis, procedures and principles of crime
scene investigation, physical and trace evidence, and the law and courtroom procedures from
the perspective of the forensic scientist. Through online lessons, virtual and hands-on labs,
and analysis of fictional crime scenarios, students learn about forensic tools, technical
resources, forming and testing hypotheses, proper data collection, and responsible
conclusions.

Astrobiology - 11/12 Elective (1 year)

Recommended Textbook: It's About Time: Astrobiology: Project-Based Learning

Lab Manual: Included with textbook

Prerequisites: Successful completion of at least 2 years of high school science, including:
Chemistry (C- or better) and Biology (C- or better) or equivalent courses.

Page | 50



Course Description: Astrobiology is an integrated science curriculum that weaves its way
through the disciplines of biology, chemistry, physics, astronomy, and Earth science, as well as
sociology, ethics, and the psychology of human thought and behavior. Topics include: Space,
Atoms, Elements, Life, Cells, Evolution, Habitability, and Extraterrestrial Life
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High School

Special Education

Directed Studies

These are special education classes, taught by special education teachers, for students who are
on an Individual Education Plan to focus on their individual goals.

-11th & 12th graders will have combination of math, reading, executive function & transition
focus class.

-9th & 10th grade will have offerings of social skills, high & low math groups and high & low
reading groups.

General Education

Special education staff, teachers and education assistants, provide students with shared
support. This support in a specific class will depend on the needs of students within that
particular class.
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High School
Technology

IB MYP Design 9: Computer Science Digital Graphics

A year long required course where students understand human, cultural, societal issues
related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. This course familiarizes students
with fundamental terminology and concepts of computers, their operating systems, as well as
major production applications including word processing, spreadsheets, digital graphics, and
desktop publishing. Students will create graphics, JPEGs, logos, and other digital platforms
through different publisher platforms.

IB MYP Design10: Computer Science Programming
Ayear long required course where students advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible

use of information and technology. This course provides students with concepts and
applications of the computers including: computer evolution, computer functions, information
systems, program development process, and data communication. Students will interpret,
decompose, and construct computer codes. Students will write codes to solve complex
problems.

Advanced Technology Design (11th/12th grade elective

One credit elective for 11/12th grade students offered each semester. Students will be
introduced to multimedia design and implementation. Course explores the design principles
and theory involved in multimedia presentation and programming. Students will design and
present computer based multimedia interactive projects. Students will use coding principles
to create their own digital games and activities.
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High School
World Language

IB MYP Introduction to Hmong Language and Culture

This course is an introduction to Hmong language and culture. The fundamentals of Hmong
pronunciation, grammar, and culture are presented through a balanced development of all
four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The importance of communication and
cultural awareness is stressed through a wide variety of activities (group/pair work, video,
audio recordings, computer assignments, etc.). This course is designed for students with little
or no knowledge of Hmong language or culture.

IB MYP Hmong Culture and Language
Level 1

Students will start to learn how to read and write in the romanized Hmong language. The
main goal of this course will be for students to be able to read and write in Hmong confidently
by the end of this year. Students will gain more knowledge and different aspects of the Hmong
Culture.

Level 2

Students will be expected to complete assignments completely in Hmong for this course.
Books will be assigned that will be completely in Hmong. Students will further strengthen
their reading and writing ability in romanized Hmong.

IB MYP Spanish 1 9-11th grade (Full year

Prerequisite: None

In this introductory Spanish course, students will learn the basics of Spanish through the
condensed themes of Foundations A & B (greetings, classes, descriptions, family, pastimes,
weather, clothing, environment, and food). Students will learn about and compare/contrast
English and Spanish language as well as American and Latino cultures. Students will learn all
forms of conjugation and be able to write and say multiple sentence descriptions by the end of
the year.

IB MYP Spanish 2 - 9-12th grade (Full year)

Prerequisite: Passing grade in Spanish 1

In this beginner-intermediate Spanish course, students will continue learning the basics of
Spanish that were taught in Spanish 1. The vocabulary and grammar of this course are taught
through the themes of penpals, food, houses, chores, the community, and travel. Students will
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learn reading, writing, speaking, and listening in Spanish, as well as practice their research
skills to learn about Spanish speaking cultures. By the end of the year, students will be able to
write and speak complete reports and descriptions in Spanish. Students will learn present
tense, present progressive, tener que, and preterite tense in Spanish throughout the year.

IB MYP Spanish 3 - 9th-12th grade (1 year)

Prerequisite: Passing grade in Spanish 2

In this intermediate-advanced Spanish course, students will work more in depth with the
topics learned in previous Spanish classes through the themes of party planning, personal
routines, childhood, legends, and work. Students will learn more advanced reading, writing,
speaking, and listening in Spanish, as well as learning about and comparing/contrasting
American and Latino practices and cultures. Throughout the year, students will review tener
que and present progressive, as well as learn reflexive conjugation, preterite and imperfect
tenses, reading strategies in Spanish, and the future tense.

Spanish 4 - 10th-12th grade (1 year)
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Spanish 3

In this advanced Spanish course, students will work in depth with the topics learned in
previous Spanish classes through the themes of inventions, millennium objectives, film,
immigration, and cooking. Students will learn about and compare/contrast Spanish to English
as well as American to Latino practices and cultures. Throughout the year, students will
review commands, preterite, imperfect, and future tenses, as well as learn the subjunctive
mood, perfect preterite, indirect object pronouns, and conditional tense.

Spanish for Native Speakers 9th-12th grade (1 year)
Prerequisite: Fluency in Spanish/Spanish spoken at home

In this advanced Spanish course, students who speak Spanish at home will further their
academic Spanish knowledge and use through literature, discussion, and writing. Students
will work in depth with the topics of stereotypes, accents, bilingualism, immigration, Latino
subgroups in the US, human rights, gender differences, and hispanic culture in the US.
Students will read articles and books, write complete paragraphs and essays, and hold
relevant discussions in Spanish throughout the year.
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